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A MATCH IN HELL. 
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POEM. 

DEDICATED TO THE 

WORST WOMAN 



I N 

HER MAJESTY s DOMINIONS. 



o fairest of creation, last and bijst 
Of all God's works, creature in whom excelled 
Whatever can to sight or thought be formed. 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, ur gwelt ! 

How ART THOU LOST ! ' ^^ ' 
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O N D O N: 



/^ 
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DEDICATION. 



this place -, but I hereby declare^ that I had no fpecific Female In view when 
I fat down to write this Dedication -, and (hall therefore refer my fair Raea- 
ders to the known Adage of, %/ capit, ilk fecit i which, for their fakes, 
I fhall tranflate, by a fynonimous Englifh Proverb, Whom the Cap Jits^ e\en 
Itt them wear it. 



The following Verfes, be affured of it, Madam, arc the fiiil ^«w- 
nalian Lines I ever compofed, in my life; but being a fort of Knight« 
errant in my Nature, I confefs I felt myfelf confiderably piqued, for the 
honour of your ftx, upon perufing a Poem called ^be Diaboliad, lately 
publiflied ; and not feeing any manner of reafbn, why or wherefore Women 
' have not as good a right, where equal merits appear, to be damned to ever^ 
lading fame, as well as Men, I have thus boldly ventured to enter the lifts 
of Chivalry againft that partial Author, and meafure my lance with his, in 
the cxtcnfive Campus Martins of Satire/ - . 



** Tremble, thou wretch! 
" That haft within thee undivulged- crimcSj^ 
Unwhipt of juftice! 



t - 



«c 



' 1 

We neither of us pretend to ftilc ourfeiVes Poets (I ipcak for TuyfelfJ at 
leaft) ; fo that to carry on the allufion ^abovc /madcy wc • taay ' bcf /c^afideijcd 
rather as Squires, than i&/^fo'i, inthis fpecies of literature/ Bui; : as ; Ind^ - 
nation is faid to infpire Verfe, we have equally, and I thihk; c^ou^endably 
too, expreffcd our refcntment agaiiift the numerous : vices and. grdfs Jftinjo- 
rulities of the times. 

The 



DEDICATION. 






The example of Superiors is. -a matter of. great moment to the inferior 
claHes of mankind. The vices of the Great naturally defcend ; but thofeof 
the Vulgar ieldom - riiow People of rank muft {loop to them, ere they re^ 
ceive the infedion. The depravity of a fingle Peer or Peerefs, about St. 
James's, diffuies more poiibnous effedts through the Town, than all the pro- 
fligacy of St. Giles's. 



Poiiibly, the corrupt manners of the prefent age may not exceed thofe of 
former times ; but there is this peculiar diilinftion to be- obfervcd between 
them, that, upon a comparifon, the purity, virtue and decorum, of our King 
and Queen form £o ilriking a Contrail: with the Corruption of manners 
among ^ the generality of our Nobility, and other refpedable ranks of life, 
in this kingdom, as may render the Modern Libertinifm and indecencies 
of ibis Nation, more apparently remarkable, than thofe of our Predeceflbrs. 
Charles and his Court were of a. Piece— George and bis are of a quite di£- 
Iferent Pattern^ 



The ilridefl; and mod compreheniive laws of Man, cannot be fo aptly 
framed as to apply a remedy, or a fcourge, to many of the crimes and 
enormities daily pra<5!ired in the world* Satire, therefore, is an ufeful Sup- 
plement tp Legiflation.. When a Culprit efdapes out of the hands of juftice, 
he (bould always be hanged m efiigy« This refource, then, in fome fort, 
ferves to fupply the O0ice of C|ensor, which it was thought neceilary to 
4ftabli{h in the ancient Common- wealth of Rome. 

b The 
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Tlic fliarp pen ofArctin once made moft of the Sovereign Princes of 
Europe his tributaries j and the keen Iambics of ^Archilochus and Hi|^>o« 
nax, who^ without vanity I oiay fay, were not better Poets than we, are 
faid to have driven the Perfons virho were the fubjeSts of them» to fuch ads 
of defperation, as to hang and drown themfelves. I (hould be ferry to 
hear of fo tragical an efiedt being produced by the lines of my fpirited 
Compeer or me; for though I bear hatred to vice, t harbour no malevo-* 
lence, even to the vicious ; but if our flridtures (hould conduce towards the 
reformation, the contrition, or repentance^ of the feveral objects of our re* 
proof, we may be faid to have performed ibme fervice, at leaft, to the Com- 
mon-wealth of Morals. Such as they are, you are moft heartily welcome to 
them; and that you may receive the full benefit of their intention, is the 
fincere wiih of^ 



Madam, or. My Lady, 



Your moft humble and obedient Servant, 



B E L P H E G O R, 



ADVERTISEMENT 



BY THE 



EDITORS. 



WHEN the following Poem was put -into our hands, we thought it 
neceilary to write Notes on (bme of the paO&ges, in order to render 
the Text more clear and intelligible ; for though the Author, in his Preface, 
takes the liberty of comparing himfelf to JteoenaU we are of opinion that he 
more refembles Perfius ; whole writings are both n)ore fevere, and obfcure. 
But in feme places, indeed, he has fpoken rather too plain ; which has induced 
us to leave out feveral of his lines, as m^ be feen by the afterifks, in fome 
of the following pages. 




■■.\ 
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Nec tibi regnandi ventat lam £ra Cupido i 
^amvis EJjfios mtretur Grada compos, 
Nic repetita fequi curet Proferpma matrem^ 



YiRG. Georg.L 



♦* no^;rfeated on the Infernd Throne^. (# ) 
Thought it not good the Deyil fhould be alone j 
And {q refolved to maityt if ^Wife^ 
Fit Confort^ could be founds to match his Iife«. 



%t 



** Shall I^ (aid he^ who ne'er obqred a God> 
Obferve his precepts in my own abode i. 



la) See Tbt Diiholiad, Inline. 

• B^ ^ Reftrain 



^ T H E P I A B 0-L A D Y. 

« 

" JLcILraio my a£ts within the Chrift i an icope» 

*^ And whore in celibacy^ like the Po?s i 

*' What tho' I'm head of that Hicrarchal Scheme, 

<^ Which deems it fin in Priefls to (foepdi their flame 

" In Marriage-rites ; yet Modern Records tell, 

« Thy made in {f eiven, ^y are CQnfirmtd in HfiU. , 

" Since fuch the prefent ftate of Wedlock, I, 

[^ As Prieft and Devil, ^tnH the ad te n t uie try. 



€€ 



Befides, the Pagan fyftem is my C.reed, 



'< And in that Ancient ritual all may read, 
" That Pluto^ our great Prototype,, had wed 

*< A mortal iecnalc to his throne and bed/' {i) 



(b) The Poet may poffibly be reprehended here» by feme Critics or Divines, for the 
confufion of theology that may be cbjedcd to this pafllige. But as the good old pro* 
verb fays, that Example is heiier than precepi^ we fliaU refer his defence, firft, to Ariofto^ 
or Taflb, I forget which, for I am but a pQQf fcholar in the hufiard Latin Authors, where 
the Heathen mythology and the Chriftian fyftem are mixed together in the fame fcene ; 
and, next, to Rubens, who in his Luxemburgh Gallery Jias made Hymen and St. Denis 
(I think ic is) jointly prefide at the manii^ of ifcory lY. 



He 
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/ 

He iaid j then fent his Imps thro* Earth to rove» 
And chufe a Paramour for Satah's lore. 
The ready Miniftcrs of Hell's commands 
Obedient fly, and take their feveral fiandi 
At Court, Cornelys', and the Coterie ; 
Where Vice, more vicious by efirontexy, 
Fearlefs, upblu(hing, braves the eternal lavtrs 
Of God and Man, to aid the Devil's cauie. 
From thefe r^orts the Imps of Satan chofe 

So hopeful a Seraglio, that 'twould poic 
. The Devil himfelf to judge the equal claims 

9 

« 

To Hell's Sultanaihip, between fuch Daimes ; 
Who eager all to obtain Infernal fway. 
In order thus prefer their fevefal plea. 



Firft * appeared, and to convidion fworc. 
Her finallcft crime was that of being Whore ; 
Adultery ihe added to her plan. 






Defying equally both GrOP and Man ; 



H 
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In forgery and peijury owned fuch art. 

She palmed the Gold, while others paid die fmart i 

And left her juft pretences fhould be v^n. 

The Ade^bi P * ♦ ( r) rouch the tragic fcene. 



Satan with pleafure heard the. (hocking tale. 
But inward grieved fuch merits there (hould fail i 
" The Vice defeats itfelf^'' replied the Dbvil, 
^ That makes example %. to deter fiom evil%^ 



Next ^ * forward came, as frail as £ur,. 
And urged her fiiit with confidential air : 
'' Tho* nobly bora,'' (hccried, '' and high in li&j, 
A ipotlefs Maiden, and an honoured Wife, 
Yet icoming ^efe,. I fpurned fuch humble fame,, 
And boldly iacrificed a Matron's name v 



<c 



«« 



< ^) Sir T*^ F^* too might hare fufficiently fupported tfie fiune evidence) bi^ by 
jus not being mentioned in this caufe, *tb to be Aippofid tfttt his avtoCEtioos in^faange 
*^(UIey had prevented his appearance jr#/ in Court. 



THE DtABO-LADY. 



^* My firft amour was with a Youth of Blood , (d) 
'' But here I would not have it underftood, 
** That 'twas Ambition made me aim for high^ 
" No — 'twas to aggrandize my infamy ; 
*' I chofe, to flicw all fenfe of virtue loft, 
«* A Swain who nought but Pedigree could boaft: 
*• Afk treacherous D**, if you doubt my word. 
Who firft abetted, then apprwed (^) mc whored. 



] 



tc 



€C 



And ftampt the fbame ft)e (/) had h^ri^lf procured* 
'^ A firft amour is feldom found the laft^ 
!^ From hand to hand thro' low intrigues \ ps^ ;. 



( d ) Left the equivocation of Titles might lead our readers to miftake the perfon, 

■ . .... • 

we think it proper to acquaint them that this Galant was not the Hero of C^**, but 
the one who going to bed hy bimfelf^ was furprized, when he awoke, at fining bimfelf 
Jrf biwfeif^qf^e^dhnei See certain Ldve-Letterr upon itcord. ■'■-''' 

{e) One of the fenfes of this vesb is^ in a4egal fenfr, U atcufi^ to infomragainfi^ 
cf^M9Piatr'f fiN>ai w^«ei the Noun Approvir^ This note had been tiimccoffiiry^; if Usti- 
j^ncs, amoAgrthcAt^K Qegjliefts^ io: bis pompoua DiAionary, bad* not llefti tins, article^ 
imperfcA. 

(/) A certain Lady of quality who wtasa confidant in dieamoyr^ and afterwards proved 
the Crim. dm. in Court, . ., . ;i . 



• I . 
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•« Till fatiating the public eyc^ Jcfe rare, 

•' I oeafed at length to be the public care, {g) 

" Yet being relblved thro' all mankind to rove, 

** I, when neglefted^ proffered love for love ^ (k) 

" And tho* an EarVs Coronet I ftill pcficft, 

f ' Corona Veneris ( / ) was my favourite Creft."^ 

She pavifed; when Satan, withdecifion nic^. 
Deemed theie but petty-larcenies in vke ^ 
She pilfered from herfelf, /he injortd bone^ 
And dierefore was unfit to grace bis ^rone. 
<* Thy deeds have been fe very mem,. Ibe cried, 
*^ They but prefer you to be ♦♦'s bride : {k} 
*^ Befides, to credit your fkft Shame we're loath, 
*^ As being acquitted on a BSHt-Otth." ( /) 



• 4 - « . • .» 



(g ) PkblUu cura—9n tj^iidBoa toidc i^of by Hoiacc, fn aCoundaa,. In IL Od* t»^ 

* • • • - 

(i) Thi^ was apparently tbe cafe at u late Mafipierade. 

( i ) Thjs M Aot^riie Myrdc \VVeath mth ^iMeh the Ftnrn Jikiia crowns Iter Totaries, 
boc a. certain. IfrOKtieti wiOi wbkk kn Qidafd iiS^tr Oi^ Fem Mflrntr^ u vM ir 

ftigmatize her Devotees. 

(1) SetTiieDuboiidd^ pagei},. adp^^ ^ 

(/) The Story is upon record, and therefore requires no note»' \ 

The 
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The next ttet rofc was wanten ♦♦*, 
With frcmt aflured, and drefled m Cavalier', 
A»*» ( iw ) led her forth. Jack H*## ( n > foHowed, 
While Grooms and Jockeys in full chorus hallooed. 
The tale fhe told 'twere needlefs to repeat, 
Twaf Meflalina^s hiftory con^kat; 
She loved to ride, and to be ridden too,. 
And came prepared to give the Devit bis due^ 



Old ^ ^ ( ) trembled at fuch vigorous boaff^ 
And quick difmifled her from the Stygian coaft. 
To **'8 Caie in point, {p) hethu^ alYudes, 
^^ Rough Riders^ male or female. Hell eicdudesJ 



Then widi a high and all-commanding air. 
Slowly advancing, ^**, once fair> 



(m) A fwe^n Count with whom (he had htr MLfuMk amour. 
(m) A PoftilKon with whom (be had her fccond. 
(^) See The Diaboliad, laft page, and laft liat. 

• ■ • 

4 

(p) See The Diaboliad, page 13^ firft paragraphs 



Appeared 
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Appeared in diflant vie^v• The Cyprian Dame» 
Efcorted by her Mars, {q) afpired to claiaiL 
The vacant Crown ; but haply on her way,, 
Perceiving in a nook feme Imps, at pUy^ 
She turned afide^ to learn fome Height of hand» 
To cut, or {huffle, and the game commandi 
Some new device^ ibme yet-unpra£tifed cheat. 
To cozen, pilfer, and the Rook compleat. 

This gave advantage to a rival Quean 

To take her place, and prior audience gun. 



** now prefled before, and claimed deiert. 

For having broke a too fond hufband's heart i 

* 

Yet to the joys of marriage-rites iHll true. 

Ere one was dead, (he had engaged with two: 

< 

The firft fhe jilted, being thought too tame. 
Preferred the Bully of her tidclUh fame. 



« • 



• - « 



: h 



^ 



• f 



s 



^ 






(q) We confefs ourfelves to be in doubt whether the Poet alludes to General C^, or 
to the Secretary at War, in this paflkge. 

And 
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And like ^iteria in Cervaittes' Tiilc, 

The bleeding Bafil wed^ Camacbo ( r ) left to rail : * 

But timorous * *, in a fore affright, 

Hearing the defperate prowefs of her* Knight^ 

Replied, ** I dare not to this match a^ec^ 

tl Who fights my Priefts, ( i ) would play the Devfi with me/' 



( r )- And his railing ha»Jiad good effeA, we hear, as the Don has got ten thoufand 
pieces, and a good riddance into the bargain^ fot a rel&afe* of contract. This is the' 
iecond Suitor this Heroine has bought off. The firft f^as oiie to whom (be bad h^n 
affianced by her father's will, and wha pidufly atienSing to the advice of Solomod, 
Leave off Contention hefore it be meddled witb^ remitted his claim upon that Con^ 
dition. 

{s) This alludes to a lade - extraordiliairy Dtiel; but We cantooc fee >¥hy theToet 
has taken the liberty of putting the Noun into the Plural Number here ; for the 
Member of the Church Militant in that martial ftrife, is but one ; and ^e cannot 
fuppofe our Author infant to compliment him with the name of Ltgicn—'Hox is that 
Reverend Perfon yet in poflefllon of Pluralities^ .either. In our Second Edition perhaps 
w^in^bft able to es^K thiii Matcer /urOier. 



D Then 



i 



i 
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Then next moved forward, waddling on her ftump^j, 
A weight to put poor Atlas to his trumps; 
A Dame that late had puzzled heraldry 
To fay what Alias it fliould ftilc her by;. 
Who, had (he been but born in days of yore,. 
Would have given Hercules one labour more j 
For fure no mortal Might for her was able, 
But his who clean fed the foul Aagean Stable. 
By Nature wanton, falfe, and prone to ill. 
Beauty flie had, and wicked wit at will ; 
Confident ftill in Vice, from firft to laf^. 
Thro' fcenes of many* coloured (/) life flic paft. 
Not brooking long in amorous flames to burn, 
She whored or wedded, as it ferved her turn;. 
She married and unmarried as (he pleafed. 
While Lords {u) and Do£tors Commpos ftood amaz'd V 



( / ) An Epithet of Do<aor Johnfon's, in bis Prologue to the opening of Drury-Lane 
Theatre. 



{u) The Houfc of Lords. 



But 
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But now grown wifer, fhc rcfolv'd to fix 

Her feat of empire on the banks of Styx ; 

But firft enquired, " Are any here who knew 

** A Devil on Earth, whom Men call Le Boiteux ? ( x ) 

" For vengeance on him, even to Helh-^gaies {y)l come j 

" And know, my Liege, Tm juft arrived from Rome: («) 

*• On earth he made my Hell ; and have not I, 

" As Satan's Queen, ( tf ) a right to make him fry ? 



II 



( jr ) Our Ariftopbanes, or Bevil upon Two Stlch^ with whom this Lady held a fort of 
Mountebank Correfpondence, upon the occafion of a Piece of his then coming out, in 
which fome part of her private hiftory; of puhlic notoriety, was to be exhibited on the 
Stage. 

{y ) The Author, we fuppofe, meant here to allude to one of her Letters upon the 
above occafion \ but he is miftaken in the paflage ; the Lady did not promife to carry 
her complaifance fo far. As well as we can recoiled, (he only mentioned that (he would 
attend him to Tybum^ and then leave him to fhifc for himfelf, and go to the Devil bis 
own way. 

( z ) She had lately a villa near that City, and lived in 'great intimacy with the 
Pope. 

(tf ) This exprelfion was rather premature — She was but prefumptive Confort. But, 
perhaps, (he thought (he might do in Hell as (he had done on Earth, and marry whom 
(he pleafed, right or wrong. 



<c 



What 
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it 



^' What mufic to my ears, to hear him ydir . 
And make his Trip to Calat\(6) ona t6^Holl! 
Above he Tcaped my utmoft lpit6 and power,. 

t 

<< Grant me revenge, I afk no other Dbwer f 
*^ And reft my Suit for juftice,- on tbia hope, 
" That I am recomm«n^«d by fh^ Pope/-* ( ^ ). 
Who faw and heard her pleading, mu(b confefs, 
Sh' had Faljiaff% flefh, and wit^ and widcedsveis^ 
Tho* fome there were v^ho thought her wanton plight 
Rcfemblcd naore. Dolk Tear-Sbeety than the Knigbt. 
Yet Satan, cried, *^ Thy claim I muft deny, 
** For want of one Vice more, Hypocrrfyj {d) 



{k) Tills Piece wai afterwards reprefenced; but whether through fear, farour, or 
fetf». was fo: gftrjblcd» asr &qn to ^k ioto^ oblivion. 

( c) Thefe two Potenutes hare ever been in &n& confederacy together; and his' hr- 
fallible Holinefs has lent more fouls to Satan^s empire, by his pardons^ abfolutiofif and 
indulgences^ than ever were difpatched thither from ih^ S^afild ok fi^ GaUows. 

(dy This wa& the anfwer of the late Lord Chefterfield, to a profligate Parfon who 

• ■ 

was recommended to him as a Chaplain, once, when he was going AmbafTador to 
The States. There were fcandalous pcrfons in thofe times, it feems, as well as in the 
prefent oncs« 

^' Your 



THE D I A B 0-L A D Y. 

^* Your barefaced Sinners are not worth my nodcci 
" Demure pretending Saints, boc ejl in votis. {e) 
•* Then back return, re-wed your former Peer, 
** And tafte an Hell on earth, ere you come here/' 



n 



The Court was now difturbed. A jovial troop 
Of female libertines appeared en gnupe } 

O , B , E ^, B , 

H ■ ■, T— ^— , and a Hundred more y 

Which noiiy Amazons made fuch a riot^ 

That Satan thought 't had been a Polifh Diet. 

^\ Zounds I'* quoth he^ in a rage, <* whence ^is abufe ? 

«* Callup^my guards— What! is all Hell broke loofe ?'' 



^ (f •)^Tius is a Sentence from Horace^ but falfly quoted — The Verb Subftantive <Sbi» 
it in the pietericnperfeft teofe there, but turned into the prefent time here. This is 
pne of the Tices of verfe^ which, like the tyranny of Procruftes^ lengthens or Ihortens 
the members, according as they fuit its own meafure* But poffibly our Author, who 
is an adept in metaphyfics, may reply, that there is no diftinflion of times or tenfes, in 
die Region of Spirits— the paft, the prefent, and the future being all the inftant no^, 
among immortal beingsi 

E The 



I - 
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The deafened Cryer thrice proclaimed, Tes A-« 
And Imps and Implings (/) gave a general hah. 



m 

Silence at laft obtained, each drove to (hew 

Her feveral right to rule the roafi Mow i 

* 
Till Satan tired vdth prate, thus made reply j 1 

<.^ Your claims ib like, and equal are, that I ^ 

«« Caa fee no choice, except Polygamy : j 

^^ But when my future Queen takes ftate upon her, 

•* Ye (hall be all preferred to — Maids of Hbnour.** (g) 



The Scene now (hifted, on the flage appears 
The Sock and Bu(kin Heroines, linked in pairs j 



(/) "V^e have looked for this diminutive of a diminutive, in Johnfon's DiAionjH^, i» 
Tain. — We are, therefore, at a lofs for fufficient authority to fupport the word, ex>* 
cept we may fuppofc it an alluGon to the vulgar expreflion, which is (ometimes applied 
to a demure Sinner, ihai be is as innocent as a Dnil of ftpd Tears old. 

(g) Here the Devil feems to have been a little out, in the point of Etiquette ; for as 
this iiluftrious groupe are all Matirons, he could only appoint them as Jt^es of the 
Bedchamber. 

Barry 
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and Y— firft trail the purple train > 
Next A. i and B— intervene, 

riwixt Y and Bi ■ , who clofe the Scene. 



Their Plea was modeft, which is fomething rare. 
In any Modern male or female Player i {by 
For, not prefuming on their own demeritSt 
ir puny Vices, in this land of Jpirifs, 
They only claimed, that having aded Qdeens 
On CovENT Garden and- old Drury's fcencs, 
And being Shadows, in the mimic (how. 
Their rank they challenged in the Shades below s; 
And thought themfelves intitled to obtain 
An equal dignity in Pluto's reign. (/} 



I • ♦ ■ 

t ' r i *..■.. 

(h) Our Author's SHrcafm here is, in general^ too true; fbr we know but few tv 

ceptions to the remark:. . 

•• • » • 

( I ) A poetical licence again I See our former Note,. upon a fimilar paflTage, in page 2». 
But probably the Author meant to be critical, in this place, by making a diftinc-- 
tion here between the imaginary T^tarus of the Pagan Creed, and the real Hell of^ the 
Cbriflian Belief. In the firft. Souls vtert hot Stad^tvs^ which w/iS)too.ipetAphyficaIt^> 
notion to fway the mukitude. But the latter dodrine tells us, that we (h^JApjckjip Q$m 
irumbs zg^'in at the day of judgment, in order to receive corporal punfjlj^menl. This is. 
fenfible, Tubftantial, and edifying. 
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Satah^ whohas^veit and humour, if he'd fhewi^' 
{For who but him made Rochester a Poet? 
Or who the Author of the Henriade ( i ) 
Infpired to write the filthy Pucellade ? ( / ) 
*Or inftigated the DiaboladeJ ?(/»)[ 
Thus, with a fly. Sardonic fmi]e> replied : 
^ Your claim, fair Puppets, mud be here denied t 
"*' For, hear a truth, a truth for once I'll tell : 



% • 



1 

** Whatever your ftate, while yet on earth ye dwell, V 

•** Your Green-Room Dolls are Kitchen Maids in HdU" ( « ) J 



:{k) M. Yoluirc. 

O) La Pucelle d" Orkani, or. The Maid of Orleans. 

< m ) The Diaioladc^ for The Diaioliad. The firft fliould have been the Tide, by all 

-rules of Derivation. * Tis a Subftar\tive, and the. latter is an Adje&ive. . Djaboliai&f, da^ 

•Wmv. Befides the juftnefs of the alteration in the Word, our Author might have had a 

further intereft in it, alfo, as his own Title of Diaho-Lady derives more fairly from one 

word than the other. 

{n) This is meant in Oppofition to Matd% ^f Honour ^ above-mentioned; as he did noC 
think their ftatton or character in life, entitled them to any higher ofiice, in thje 
Uoufehtfld €f the fsmdemomum. 

At 
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At length with ditnpUog chee^ and leenag ^c. 
Long noted in the rolls of Ittfyttiy^K 
** ftept forth, and claiin^A die vaOant«ro^> 
For every crime that bears in'RellTentaiwiK 
Her argument (he thus omntained wifii^fbrc^i 
Recounting deeds of blame from bad lb l^rfe t 



« 



»• 



4€ 



4€ 



Tho' bleft with beautp^, rank^ and powers to engage. 



To charm in Youth, and win ^ime^bofaur^ (^)^gc v 

. ' ... . • ■ 
** Yet ftill ambitious of a nobler alro^ ' 



• - \ 



#c 



I fquandered beauty, dignity, and fame> 



• • • * 



« To earn thy notice,, thy loved Empire own,, 

• '?'""■ 

^ And, Jure infirmity fliarc thy tb£00O-<* 

'* Falfe to my hufband's bed, X Icorned to xowe 

** Thro' common guilty bat chofe inceftuotts lofte > 

«< I drove him to diftra^on aad dciixur, 

"< And ihen wummdti Siflor and Jiec Jktr j. 



lo). An Epithet borrowed from Shakefpcare, k Richard tt 



• f 



\ * 



« A 



'* To 



-"^ 
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*' To make Succcffion fure^ 'and &al thedeed^i 
*' Which helped my ipurious iffuc to hccctd{pf 

^* Of favours profligate, and nothing nice, • * -^ 

*^ In many another mean ignoble vice ; 

'' I gamboled, and I gambled deep at play, 

^^ And raifed finances in lefs legal way ; . 

*« IJweated gold, {q) and pradtifed every cheat, ^ 

^^ Which, known to thee, I need not here repeat. 

My deeds with thine compared, in every art, 

■* ' ■ - • 
Prove me in all — thy worthy counterpart : 

^< In fine, to crown my merits, you fhall find 

'^ I'm the reverie of her you left behind : 



t: ' .' 



# ■ 






U 



Cf 



< p ) This is an old Story ; and we confefs that we agree in the (ame Charity wk 
the good old Woman, who, hearing of ibe Paffion^ one Sunday at Church, faid, thatf 
tfj 1/ wasfo loMjg ago^ Jbe bcped in the Lord that it was not true. 



(f ) Another obfolete Story. 



«*Nay 
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•» Nay more, to (hew me lit to (bare thy fway, 

^' Behold, my Liege, my locks, like thine, are grey. ( r ) 

** Father of Lies ! accept my proffered handy 

'< What richer portion canfl: thou now demand ? 

'^ For e'en to all the Ruflias (hou'dft thou rove, 

*' I equal Catherine, both in bate and lovei 

^* And were Semiramis herfelf alive, 

<< With her in deeds of darkneis I dare Arive." 



The Mening Imps with wonder ftood amazed. 
And at each period fubtler fulphur blazed ; 
While at a diftance, on the Elyfian Plains, 
Where even the Bled re-a£fc their former fcenes 
Of mortal life, was ieen in gefture wild, 
ut mournful Mother weeping ier her child, {j ) 
The aftonifli'd Court fat filent all the while,^ 
Satan grinned horrible a ghajllyfmik j ( / ) 



• • • 



( r ) See The Diaboliad, page 23; 

( i ) See page 7, laft lioe. 

( t ) Grimui b«rriify, &c. MiiTOW 



Then 
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Then cried, *' Reiblved— I fwear by Sacred S^> -i 

'* On thy alliance my firm choice I fix." ; 

The nuptial torches yield a brimftone flame» 

And Heralds are commanded to proclaim^ 

With iStna's thunders, and infernal Yell^ 

<« * * is crowned unrivalled Qgeen of Hell I " 



I N I 8. 



